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Band & Choir 2015-16 School Year
I welcome your son/daughter into the performing ensembles of the music department!  Our 
Mission at The New Egypt Middle School Music Department is to foster a nurturing learning 
environment that can lead to a lifetime of enjoyment in music.  We do this by providing live 
music at school and community functions. This year, our performances will include: GWES 
Holiday Extravaganza, Winter Concert, Breakfast of Champions, Night of the Arts, Spring 
Concert. If requested to perform by the school and community, we will try to accommodate the 
additional request. 

Our goal is to develop confident, self-reliant adolescents by teaching them the values:

Responsibility-  Maintaining their instrument, music and reeds/mouthpieces/gear; making sure they are 
in the correct place at the correct time doing the correct thing.

Communication- Learning non-verbal music cues sounds and visual, moreover they will have to 
communicate all the information to the parents about when they need supplies, their instrument doesn't 
work, they have performances, or any announcement made at rehearsal.

Self-Reliance- Keeping track of all the dates when they are required to bring their instrument and music 
folder.

Good Study Habits- Inherent in all good musicians; direct result of practice; transfers to other subject 
areas.  This is generally attributed to higher test scores and class rank among students who studied music 
versus those who did not.

Persistence- No one gets it right away, therefore we must try again many times over until we master the 
desired skill.  Music provides instantaneous feedback, and can become quite frustrating if things don't 
work out immediately. It always gets better if you persevere.  Video games also teach this, and music 
should be approached in much the same way.

Confidence- As the young musician develops, they gain valuable knowledge and skills, which elevates 
his or her abilities far beyond their expectations.  Furthermore, performance experience lessens their 
fear of presentations to the public. This, in turn, raises their awareness, empowers them and ultimately 
gives them confidence.

Community and Teamwork- Each member of any performing ensemble has a distinct role at any given 
time, and it is important for everyone to know how they fit in to balance and blend.  Everyone must do 
their part or else the whole group sound suffers.  The students are taught to listen and help each other 
achieve this; creating a nurturing environment that continues in their interactions outside of rehearsals.



Students' Responsibility

Instrument Rentals or Purchases for Band

By enrolling in the band program, you agree to: purchase or rent an instrument, all the 
necessary instrument supplies. Students are strongly encouraged to seek private 
instruction from a professional on their instrument.  Additionally, the purchase a music 
stand, metronome and tuner are both highly recommended and will enhance the progress 
of your child’s musical pursuits. Both a metronome and Tuner are included with the 
subscription to Smart Music®.  www.smartmusic.com

Since our current population of students is native to technology, Smart Music is a computer 
program that reaches them at his or her level and makes practicing interesting and 
meaningful by turning their instrument into an interactive video game controller, which 
gives them incentive to grow and level up their playing ability. That is why it is being 
provided  to each student free of charge and all assignments are required to be 
completed for a grade using their personal account.

Parents' Responsibility

Band is considered an academic class, therefore any required band performances or 
activities (including night-time performances) take precedence over extracurricular 
activities. This includes travel teams, dance and Gymnastics, Boy/Girl Scouts, school 
teams, church groups etc. The only exception for missing a concert is a true medical 
emergency (physician's note required) or death of an immediate family member.

All Plumsted Township B.O.E. policies regarding behavior apply to each member of the 
band on trips and at performances.  

Please contact me at any time if you have questions or concerns or if you wish to 
participate in the band parents association. megulesc@newegypt.us

I'm counting on you, the parents, to maintain and encourage your son's or daughter's at-
home practice time and space, provide or arrange transportation to morning rehearsals, 
make sure they bring their instrument and music to school on lesson days/rehearsal days, 
and purchase proper attire for concerts.  The band book has a CD and DVD or they can 
access it anytime online at www.myeelibrary.com of all the exercises in the book for them 
to play along.  This invaluable resource makes practice fun and meaningful, and will 
enhance their growth as musicians.  The more time they spend doing music, the better they 
get at it.  Help them to manage their time spent on video games and the computer to 
provide time for practice.  Many get frustrated and want to quit, but the parents need to 

http://www.myeelibrary.com/
http://www.smartmusic.com/


reinforce any and all progress, no matter how small, to keep their spirits up and want to 
persevere.  Motivation is the biggest battle with the youth of the 21st century because 
they are bombarded with so many distractions.  Your child needs to be inspired by a hero 
in the field of music.  

Try taking them to a Philadelphia Orchestra or NY Philharmonic concert, Broadway show 
or something like it.  There are numerous performances in Red Bank's theater if you want 
to go local.  Also, seek out a private teacher for weekly or bi-weekly lessons.  Mr. 
Megules had a music teacher for a father, but still went to a private teacher starting in 6 th 

grade through high school.  He then had some extraordinary private teachers in college.  
Although private lessons are offered during the school day, it pales in comparison to a 
one-on-one, custom-tailored, one hour private lesson with and expert on your son or 
daughter's instrument.  It is a sacrifice in many ways, but the payoff is priceless!  

Proper Concert Attire - MANDATORY

Females: Black dress or black skirt and white top, black tights or stockings and black dress shoes.  The 
dress/skirt must be below the knee and the top needs to have shoulders to comply with school dress 
policy. 

Males: White button down dress shirt, black pants, black socks, and black dress shoes.   

Checklist

____  Set up a practice space at home. (Example: A quiet space with a music stand,   
          computer/CD player that is welcoming, relaxing and without distractions.)

A medium bucket or can with cat litter for brass instruments to empty the water.   

____  Discussed and set a time for practice at home to establish a routine.

____  Purchased correct concert attire.  I recommend the Red White and Blue Thrift Store 
Rt. 33 Mercerville, NJ. Located off I-295, Exit 63B . ¼ mile down on the left once you exit 
the highway.    

____  Transportation to morning rehearsals for Band on Tuesdays at 6:45 AM. 

____  Secured an instrument via purchase or rental. Rental forms are available on Mr.   
          Megules's faculty page under the “Band” tab on the left menu bar.

____  Purchased instrument supplies (Most rentals include some supplies)
• Box of reeds and swab Required for woodwinds 
• Music Stand Required for all



• Tuner Strongly Recommended 
• Metronome Required- Free apps available for phones and mp3 players
• Smartmusic.com ®  Provided to every student and used for grading.
• Valve Oil/Key Oil/ Slide Grease Required for Brass 
• Instrument cleaning kit Recommended to keep the instrument in great working 

order.


